
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT  

ADVISORY BOARD HELD ON MONDAY, December 2, 2019, AT 5:30 P.M.,  

AT THE AIRPORT A/D BUILDING 

**************************************************************************** 
 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

The Chair, Gene Stoeckel, called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. by leading the Pledge 

of Allegiance. Other members present included Troy Minske, Brenton Titcomb, Barry 

Ramage Jr. and John Bjorustad. Others present: Brad Schumacher, Mayor/Council Liai-

son, Lisa Fobbe Sherburne Co. Com., Larry Handshoe Baldwin Township, Tim Hennagir 

Union Times, John Sautter, City Administrator Robert Barbian, Alex Goerke (PE KLJ En-

gineering), Jim Flyn Flying Club, Dwayne Kruse Kruse Aviation, John George.  

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS:  

Added to the agenda were Dwayne Kruse/taxiway and Flight Expo-Sharon Sandberg.  

There were no other additions.        

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Stoeckel, seconded by Ramage to approve the minutes for the November 4, 

2019 meeting.  Motion Carried.    

 

Financial Report: The annual budget was reviewed on a line by line basis noting expert 

and professional costs of 2,180.00, operating grants jumped from 19,556 to 29,000 and 

only 1,644.59 was made on fuel sales of 74,019.72.  General discussion was shared re-

garding the City Council consideration in advancing the pre-application to fund the taxi-

way improvement project.  It was noted that the City Council voiced skepticism on the lo-

cal costs on city residents indicating the value of the airport and project primarily benefit 

the hanger owners that consideration to  participate in cost needs to be looked at.  Men-

tioned by the council was assessments and increased lease rates.  The Council also 

recognition that new grants tie the City into a 20 year commitment.  The board discussed 

that the values of an airport to a community often get overlooked and the importance of 

continually bringing this to the value to the forefront. 

 

The Capital Improvement Plan was reviewed, revised and finalized.  Covered under the 

CIP was the taxiway serving the Kruse hanger.  The FAA plate was reviewed and the only 

small section of taxiway west serving North Memorial Flight Rescue is marked closed.  

The taxiway serving Kruse is open and is not marked closed.  It was noted that the section 

of taxiway to North Memorial Rescue is more appropriately, closed to the public.  Duane 

mentioned that other sources, Fore-flight and AOPA show more as closed.  The engineer 

noted these are not official FAA sources and not always accurate.  Duane covered the 

frustration he experiences because of the condition of the taxiway serving his hanger and 

his wish to have his hanger on airport property.  The board discussed the CIP goal of 

working to resolve the land issue in 2020 and 2021 eventually leading to a reconstruction 

of the south taxiway. 

 

Including reconstruction of the south taxiway with the main taxi way reconstruction was 

covered.  The engineer indicated that the south one is not eligible under FAA due to it be-

ing an exclusive use taxiway.  Discussed was the land to the west, if building on it would 

end the exclusive use?  It was unclear due to parcel number one or two, owners one or 

two owners, road access points one or two, FAA interpretation of through the fence 
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agreement vs access agreement and combined issues are just not known at this time.  

Setting up space and a plan for more hangers is a direction that will be look into further.      

 

Engineering Report: 

Goerke indicated that the pre-application for the taxiway is moving forward and will be 

submitted to FAA in December.  Further the project bidding would occur in spring. 

 

The runway reconstruction is set to begin in the spring of 2020. 

 

Manager Report: 

Barbian report that there is interest in land for another hanger, that Brent Curtis is inter-

ested in leasing one of the offices in the AD building for Minnesota Flight Academy and 

that Conexus/Ron Bohn would like to advance the establishment of a solar garden on the 

south end of the runway.  Much discussion occurred.   

 

Sharon Sandberg gave an overview of Flight Expo, a youth training and mentoring pro-

gram operating out of the Kruse Aviation Hanger.  She covered the partnership with a 

school, the upcoming program fundraiser and goal to build a hanger for the program.  

The board discussed various aspects of the training programs and value to the aviation 

industry need for pilots and mechanics.   

 

Motion to adjourn by Ramage, seconded by Titcomb.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 8:12 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Robert Barbian 

City Administrator  


